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Public Health Officers. 


Medical Officer of Health: 


Joan M. St. V. Dawkins, 


Mote osos, Doras , DeGet. 


irea Health Office 
County Hell. 
Guildhall Moad, 


Northonpton. Tel: Northampt>n 34833. 


flso holds appointments of:-— 


Medical Officer of Health, Daventry Borough, Daventry R.D.C. 
Brackley R.D.C.,Brixworth R.D.C., Towcester R.D.C., 


Northampton R.D.C. 


Senior Assistent County Medical Cfficer of Health, Northamptonshire. 


County Council, and from 1st October, 1967. 


fetins Medical Officer of Health, Highain Ferrers Borough, Rushden. 


haunds and Oundle U.D.€.'s. 


; 


Public Health Inspector: 


Clifford Morgan, C.it.S.H. 


and Oundle end Threpston R.D.C. 


ms 
ae ae 


twoHy 24M meovehiil ae 
satel Ld fone 
Pcogcedé i.e 
ii to 2 aaa cB 
yefliadv 


re | ¥a ote: 4 
~tTo sinemint ot 
GT. yatnoyed spose yadwevsal. fhinett be. 1w90 T3O 4 
Oe ta vegownt 7 .i aomtise Sa Geil 
OG! mote 
Pa On ' 


Mice tc wooehl) Tani bewt qdieon Pepys, fauie 

O°} new Sy geet mace hy Baal Pisani), Poa 
Bet Th. @esTs 1 pa: AO eet eee es 7 Ls 
; OO¢eeeadT fr Pte GR: ahaT. ss ibauw * ‘heer ae i 


Public Health Department, 
Municipal Offices, 
Market Place, 
BUCKLEY » 


Tel: Brackley 2442/1 October, 1969. 


To the Mayor, ildermen and Councillors 


of the Borough of Brackley. 


Mr. Mayor, dldermen and Councillors: 


I have tie honour to present the {Annual Report of the “fedical Cfficer 
ef Health incorporating that of the Public Health Inspector, on the health 
and sanitary circwastances cf the Town. 

The report serves two functions. The first to give an annual assessment 
of the environmental factors reisting to health t gether with the statistics, 
and secondly to record some observations on gener2l trends relating +9 
community health es 2 whole. The latter also gives some advice on factors 
which may adversely affect the halth of the community either at the present 
or in the future. 


The population of the town hes risen from 4,040 to 4,480 according to 
the Registrar General's mid-year figure and it is probeble thet oy the end 
f the year the figure was higher. The deaths fell from 4/7 last yeer to 38 
this year. Births were almost identical, 65 for this year and 64 for 1967. 
The causes of death were once again predomintntly from diseases of the heart 
and circuistion and cancers and were in the older ave groups. However, there 


were 12 deaths before the -ze of 65. Cnly one death occurred in the first 
year of life. 


The town provides excellent facilities for the elderly, both in the 
warden supervised individual homes and bungalow accommodation. These preaises 
tozether with the County Council home et Brackley House in the iHigh Street 
have catered adequately for the needs of the elder citizens end Brackley can 
be considered to be particularly well provided in this very necessary housing 
accommodation. The voluntary organisations elso contribute greatly to their 
welfare providins many services which improve life for the eiderly. These 
public Spirited voluntary workers fulfill o tru‘y worthwhile function and the 
tienks o* the commnity ore extended to then. 


During the year your Public Health inspector visited ell dwellings in 
the area which are deficient in standard emenities. ill owners and occupiers 
were given information concern’ grants and facilities available for bringing 
the dwellings up to standard as defined in the Housing Act, 1964. The district 
hes in *dditi-n 2 larze poultry mest proeessing f-ct ry where regular. inspections, 
seapling and boctericlogicrl tests sre unint~inel 

The incidence of infectious disease was, apart from measles, low. There 
were 79 cases of measles. During the year measles vaccination was introduced, 
and it is to be hoped that the incidence of this hitherto universal disease, 
often severe and causing DSceth distress =nd complications, may now decline. 
It continues to be necessary, however, to maintain 2 watchful eye in relation 
to infectious diseeses generally. Should stendards f211 infection could recur. 
This is particularly important in relation to a high public response to 
iamnisation which in many areas is too low. Parents are reminded that it is 
vitally important to heve their children immunised to diphtheria, poliomyelitis, 
tetanus, whooping cough, smallpox and now measles, not forgetting the, necessary 
booster immunis2tions. Turverculosis vaccination follows later - in the early 
teens. Infecti»ns which -re f-014 » rne -re ~ls° fer toc prevalent, cnd-- high 
stond=rd in the sile, prepirstion ond storcze “f food imst ve maintrined. ,Clean milk, 
pure water and efficient meat inspection 1s also essentiel. These standards 
are sustained by constent inspection, exhortation and sampling ‘ty the local 
sutnority but the pudvlic themselves must co-operate both in refusing to accept 
unsatisfactory practices in shops 2nd cafes and »y keeping strict methods in 
their homes and in their own person>l hyziene. 
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While the environnental situation in relation to health improves annually 
new problems arise. Jf. rising population together with an affluent, highly 
mobile society are producing new environmental problems, the solution of 
which will ceuse many further challenges. The quantity of refuse increases 
annually together with the problea of its future disposel. Additional housing 
and the modernisation of older properties giving everyone a piped water supply 
and suitable sewage disposal has added to water consumption ond emphasised the 
continual need for modern methods of sewave control. Increasing ownership of 
motor cars, and transportstion »y road:of goods requires adequate motorways 
ond presents the tragic problem of death and mutilation from road accidents. 
The pollution of rivers ond water courses ».yY insecticides and other chemicals, 
the mess production of food using factory farming methods and chemical additives, 
the universal use of detergents, atmospheric pollution, the increase of noise 
in cities, all present new problems which could be as hazardous to hexlth as 
the infectious diseases of the past. 


In relation to personal health, while children and young adults have 
never been healthier, and people are living longer there remain many prosiems, 
both of preventable disease, and in the relief cf suffering. The causes of 
some fatal and other crippling diseases are as yet unsolved. There remains 
the enigma of cancer, and thet cf the rheumatic diseases with its allied 
afflictions of bones, joints and :mscles. flowever, many illnesses are 
preventable, and these depend now less on the control of the environment than 
on the life the individual chooses to lead. It is our duty to observe the 
trends and then to inform. This inforsation should be clearly stated, repeated 
constantly and the advice should give cogent reasons for its acceptance. It 
is disturbing to note that at the present time the tendency is for warnings 
to be ignored. The future health cf the commenity will depend increasingly 
on the response to these facts. 


In no other field is the message clearer than in the individual choice 
of whether to smoke or not. It is probable that 50,000 deaths a yerr in 
Great Sritein are caused from cigarette smoking not oniy from cancer of the 
lung, and the annual total Of which is steadily rising,but from corontry thrombosis, 
chronic bronchitis and pneumonie: should such a toll of death and sufferin, 
be caused by any other preventable illness, a massive machinery would de 
demanded to prevent it. There has been recently a nationel campaign, with 
much pressure on the government to institute cervical cytology testing, yet 
cervical cancer is causing less tian 3,000 deaths 2 year. The facts relating 
to smoking and luns cancer are now well known, 7% the messozge is ignored, ond 
it is probable that the only section of the community who are smoking less 
are the medical profession. Cigarette smoking is a habit, pvecoming in some 
an addiction where there is no appsrent immediacy of danger and when abstinence 
requires = sustained effort over many years with little apparent benefit. In 
addition the tobacco industry is worid wide involving capital, employment, 
and governments ovtein lerze revenues from taxation, Economic problems 
could result should the habit @ase. Large amounts cf capitel are used 
to promote advertising while the puny efforts of health educators with 
infinitesimel reserves 2t their disposal go unheeded. Individueis therefore 
remain 2pathetic for lack of clear initiative. The efforts cf the medical 
profession must continue and the need for action assiduously pressed. 


In assessing illnesses which can be preventavle, while smoking is 4 
hadit whioh can be accepted or refused, the prevention of early artericl 
disease is more complex. There is evidence, however, that cigarette 
smoking may contribute to the incidence of coronary thrombosis. However, 
the early onset of arterial disease in males would appear to be increasing 
in all civilised countries in the world. Men are dying cr being crippled 
in their prime, et the time of their greatest contribution to society, and 
wiile their commitments to their families are still high. The causes of 
arteri2zl disease can only be inferred, and, like cancer, these may be 
multiple. . Some are known to be hereditary. Cf the known facts the salient 
ones are that the incidence is lower in those who have tnrken regular physical 
exercise throughout life, and in those who ore not obese. Modern life with 
its tendency to lessen physiccl exertion, with abundsnce of many highly 
refined foods increase Doth these fectcrs. Thus excessive crlorie intake 
Without the compensatory effect of exercise combine to cause this early 
degenerative condition. It is disturbing now to consider that many yung 
people are starting to smoke earlier than their predecessors, cease to take 
any form of rezuler exercise on leaving school and often eat excessively. 
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Perhaps the early onset of coronary thrombosis of epidemic proportions may 
occur in the next or succeeding generotions, should not urvent measures De 
token to prevent such a crotastrophe. 


*& small decline of approximately 7% can be reported in deaths frou 
road accidents and this is sttributed to the introduction of the brenthalyzer 
test. In 1967, 7,487 people died as a result of accidents on the road compared 
with 7,985 in 1966. Since the beginning of the century, rond accidents. in 
Great Britain have caused over 300,000 desths. Thus on on average day 20 
people die as a result of such an accident, one road user being killed 
nearly every hour. Anelysis by age hoes shown the 15-26 age sroup miles, 
predominatinz, and is most likely due to the temperemental failure of this 
age group. The necessity of proper maintainance of the vehicle, habitual 
use of safety devices such as : seat ; belts in cars and helmets 
for motor cyclists, and driving witn due consideration for the safety of other 
roed users is stressed. 


Confirmed figures regarding accidents in the home for 1°68 have not yet 
been published but provisional figures indicate = genersl worsening of the 
situation. Walls constitute by far the most frequent ccuse of accidental 
death in and around the house, about 59 per cent of the total. Nearly 90 
per cent of these failures were to people in the age group of 65 and over. 

The next common cnuse was poisoning followed by burns and scelds, 2nd finally 
suffocation and choking. ittention to details such es fire guards, fire 
resistant materials for children's nightdresses, siiple structural alterations 
in houses for elderly people and provision of physical aids, keeping medicines 
under lock and key, are required to prevent these deaths. 


The respiratory infections stiil take their toll, though less than formerly. 
The great majority of deaths from pneumonia are in those whose health is under— 
mined by other causes and is as such only a terminal event. There were two 
deaths from pneumonia, two from bronchitis and emphysema and one from other 
respiratory diseases. 

In the field of ment=l health, in spite of the relief of peverty and its 
attendant anxieties, there is little evidence of improvement. Indeed, the incidence 
of crime, the new problem of drug addiction together with disruption of family 
life by the increased divorce rate, in sexunl permissiveness and cruelty to 
children indicate that our society, wiile experiencing both more material 
prosperity and physical comfort remoins immature end lacking in stability. 
However, I »elieve that the present generation of young people are the inost 
physically sound of any generntion yet produced, are probably the best educated, 
and indeed the great majority are leading useful and enerzetic lives. 2 
minority only are scekins those diversions which are harming both themselves 
and others. 


I wish to express my thanks to ir. Morgen for his helpful cooperation during 
the year and for his work in the complation of this report. My thanks are also 
due to the County “Medical Officer of Health for his ready cooperstion in the 
supplying of information. 


{ remain, your obedient Servant, 


JOLN M. ST. V. DAWKINS. 


Medical Officer of Health. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2017 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o28944161 
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Summary of Vital Statistics, 1965 


Brea of Borough (Acres) .2+ see cos coe cee 220 s00 e280 1,685 
Population (estimated Mid Year 1965 22. se seo 20% 0% 4,480 
Maumber-of inhabited houses (end-of 1963).0+ see see see 1,280 
Dede aia OF Borough... «cs 20+ occ vee coe eee) 0&132, 960 
Sum represented by 2 penny rate wo «x6 se soe eee vee Ree 5) 


trea: There was no chanze in the area of the administretive Borough during 
the year which remains at 1,685 acres. 

Population: The resident mid-year home population as estimated by the 
Registrar General was 4,480 and the vital statistics are based on this figure. 
The Estimated Population is 440 more tuan thet for the year 1967. The natural 
increase in population, that is, the increase of births over deaths is 31. 


Live Births: 


Males Tenales etal: 
Legitimate 32 33 
69 
Tllegitimate 2 2 


The number of births which occurred in the Borough during the year was 63, 
which is equivalent is a birth-rete of 16.03 per 1,000 population. The rate 
for the administrative County of Northaiaptonshire was 18.00 and for @nzland 
ond Wales 16.9. 


S$till-Births: One legitimate still-birth was recorded during the year. 
This is equivalent to « still-birth rate of 14 per 1,000 total births. The 
rate for forthemptonshire was 12.45 and 14 for England and Wales. 

The percentage of illegitimate live »%irths of the total live births was 
7-7e The rate for Northamptonshire wes 7.20. 


Deaths (Ail Causes): 
Males Wemales Total 
AT 21 38 


Death-rate per 1,000 of the estimated population is 0.5. The rate for 
England and Wales is 11.9. 

The totel number cf deaths assigned to the Borough by the Registrar General 
after odjusting for inward and outward transfersvle deaths is 38. This number 
agrees with the de-ths registered locally. The death-rate per 1,000 of the 
population is 8.5 as compared with 10.9 for the administrative County of 
Northamptonshire and 11.9 for Hngland and Wales. 

i. table giving a list of the causes of death in the Borough at different 
periods of life during 1963 is ziven on page Ts 


hres Comperavility Factors: The sree comparability factors provided by 
the Registr=r Generali for the Borough are, for >irths 1.06 and for denths .97> 
When loccl crude dirth and death retes are mltiplied by the appropriate factors, 
they are comparzs>le with the crude rates for England 2nd Vales or with corresponding 
adjusted rates for any other aren. The crude rates for the Dorough for the year 
under review have »een adjusted accordingly. 
Infant Mortclity: Cne infent death under one yeer of ge oecurred in the 
Borouzh during the yerr under review. ‘This is equiynlent to an infant mortality 
rate of 14.0. The rate fcr the County of Northaaptenshire was 1°.0 and for 
ang 
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The rate for the Borough would appear to be low but is not significant 
in a'small population, 
Perinatal Mortality: The Perinctol Vortality (still-births and deaths 
under one week comvined per 1,000 live and still-births) for the Borough was 
14,00. The rete for Northamptonshire was 21.95 and for Englend and Wales 
25-00. 


The followi = teble gives the birth-rate, denth-rete and infant 
mortality rete for the Sorcugh, the ndninistrative County cf Northamptonshire 
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ond England and Wales for the past five years:— 


Infant mortality 
rate 


Birth-r-te 


Year AS t 
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General Provisions cf Health Services. 


Paci lities: 


The examination of pathological specimens is carried cut by the 
Public Health Laboratory Service, Oxford ond medical practitioners in 
the Borough su>vmit specimens direct to the laberstory. The Service 
which is free hs also undertaken to examine ee peta of milk, ice- 
cream, water and other specimens submitted from the henlth dep: rtment. 


Hospital Services: 


The Hospitals available to residents of the Borcugh »re, the 
Horton General Hospitel, FPanbury, Northampton Generel Hospit7l and 
the Radeliffe Infirmery, Oxford. The Cottaze Hospital situsted in 
the Borough which hes a small number of beds is available for certain 
cases: 
Cases of infectious disease requiring hospital trentment ere 
removed to the Isolation Hospital at Northampton and Oxford. 


County Council Services; 


smyulances: The County Council provide smbulance services for 
the removal to hospital of 211 general, medical, surgical and 
intectiscus cases. /n ambulance station is situated in the Borough 
and the service is available at all times. 

Child Welfare Clinics:. The Child Welfare Clinic 
continued ts operete during the yeur und sessions were held on the 
second Thursday of every month at the “omen's Institute, Menor Noad. 
Dent2l Clinics for School Children organised by the Geanee Council 
continued ) operate durin: the yerr under review. 

Care and /fter Care Services: The County suthority provide «= 
number cof facilities for the crippled, aged persons, disbetics, the 
blind and those mentally ill, and are also responsible for preventrtive 
services in connection with tuserculosis, 

Nursing in the Home, “fidwives and Health Visitor Service: These 
services are provided directly by the County Council who have 1 health 
Visitor's office established in the Borough. They 2lso have a ‘Home 
Help’ service available in connection with infirm and chronic cases 
treated at home. 

Voluntary Orzenisetions: The Daroy and Jorn Club which has been 
estavlished meny yeors meets every “ednesday afternoon in the Tewn Holl; 
it is very well attended and populer. 

Meals on Wheels Service: This service is undertaken by “Members of 
the Women's Voluntary Service in conjunction with the Patstock Marketing 
Corporetion's esteblishment in the Buckingham Road. The stoff at the 
Corporation's canteen prepzre the mesls and these are delivered in 
sealed containers to needy cases in the Boroucsh by Members of Women's 
Voluntary Service. The work of the staff at the Canteen, and the Ladies 
delivering the meals using their own cors is greatly «appreciated. 


att Ye tae+ boleenp lee ertsmioede ino eae 
mi etomoititorey (noibem fats (ori) solves a 
soit ei? .yrotinonnil Ont of Goenth artemisage 4 
“So. .A' iy Yo sronmieeqe enignne 1¢ mestedteiar cmt 
Hearssged Atined oft ectt Bett incdge asemioega’ aenits £ 


ene ,emr pst ed 3 gonebleed lot oltaddeve 
Mie JS tieech Ierem® cetgmaltiol vamdnat Pots 
5 unio LAs ~%e eo Sixt Foo ont PF oe oo be <9] Po viee «: 


Ri. Dae 
eo 193 el¢daltevm pl ebecd t6 ecm tinge a ane 


ons Pasntoent Istigedd yaleioper éaroelb Bye de 
ARE beet co gun Str te Istige*hnaker 


nc) asotegpe@ conslodes recipi. / tongue) shoud < 
har fnoivmoe ,fnoifom .invenom Le Ge Latig 
nario: ent mi Beteabele ef moddabe eoniigdés gh 4 err 
, seoriy Die ‘bbe O27 LOW un ane ata 

46D eaetio" -b1.8d0 oar poser fa) 
‘fer ovew apoleses Inn wot off Slee rigs. 
sfvnul tonet ,otutitens @ "ded edy’ #5 nee useve F ry 
. (oreo S weno ene  Heatanoen mocks siti fongsoz 2 
«we Mere oe Seu T1O8¢e oF ima hig 


heveny toate ysl ofl pagoin La . tT 3 


at d : 
avereg begs bo loch sae toe eee KE? 

ove teinevpgs, st oferes quer ogden én fet eee 

“a haiwl coupe - dtiv. noite 


- +? 
Ofse (FE 


eo ety et wp ot - i — 2 
O68, Seu) S Asta oy ot ¥ t0G tire 25 bait 8oy i i eas 
Ce ee ee 
a f J, 


cr ieoeon + ery igi f f Sf pe ) Lig " Of: a ‘Ns iy 77 rors a pre 
ome" = eur jefe wed” odie: oth pete been 
675 Siaond> tum feb! Adie noltoses ao SE of dak 


COG Gs £OLow cpl) uD - bas gee ed] ceqm hie 
r} it of soomistin qnbeetbe” vite erene ‘wine 
. i crluens Ben ¥#e 
io axecne” ¥' notetnebad et eames ota sa 
itera gooteses. edix wtiw ac ifonubaico 41 -saivral su ¥ 
ond to Poets af? /Bsoft a Asfisionk. ond ad peso os eer a sae 
ci Detevileh ex eeatt Baa alvem end eTje1g seo ast 
é'nomo4 To ec6ecdme? wi spots df at Beans vbeen of : 
aoi Dv. ott fan  ceetar) est ta Pied ene te teow eat os 
betatoeics> lene, be sr19 ‘Rye ttiedt oe akaeer: 


j 


SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT 


Water Supply: 


Water is supplied +> the Sorough by the Sucks Weter Sosrd and with 
the exception of eight dwelling houses outside the area cf the Board's 
mains, 211 dwellings in the ares received a piped water supply during 
the yesr under review. The source of the supply is the River Great Cuse 
in Buckinghom. Treatment consists of storae, sedimentation, chlorination 
and rapid sond grevity filtration. The water is non=plum>o solvent ond 
fl uride is.:s not added to the water which has a naturel flucride 
content of 2pproximstely .2 part per million. 

The totel number of dwelling—houses connected to the mains is 
1,281 and out of a total population cof 4,480 approximetely 4,454 are 
supplied with water from the Soard's mains. 

Generally the supply from the Joard was satisfactory in quality 
and quentity. Tight samples were taken and submitted to the Public 
Health Laboratory for examination. The reports show that, bacteriologically, 
they were satisfactory. 


Sewerage: 


During the yesr some minor improvements to the sewnge disposal works 
have deen carried out cnd while this does not satisfy proper requirements 
nor the Cuse Gonservency Bonrd, in fact a sm2ll improvement has been made 
between properly remedying the prodien, and the actual construction of a 
major extension: providing the time period is not too long. Unless a major 
extension is put in hand at an early date undoubtedly most serious pollution 
of the Cuse will cccur end the Corporation will have failed in its task as an 
Urban Sanitary ‘uthority. I sm happy to know that the Corporation have already 
teken steps for the Borough Surveyor to prepare 4 deteiled scheme which after 
consideration and approval of the Corporation could de referred to the Civil 
Enzineerins Consultants for the preparing, of 2 minor extension schene. 

Forty-four houses in outlying parts of the Rorough are not served by 
the sewerage system. 


Smcke Abatement: 
No acticn wes found necessary in conneotion wit. smoke abatement. 


Swimains Pool: 

The Swimming Pool owned by the Council was used during the year end 
was filled with water from the moins. The sand filter -nd plant continued 
to operete satisfactorily keepinz the water reasonably clear throughout the 
season. The water is chlorinated by - drip feed, and comparstor tests were 
taken regulerly to ensure a residual chlorine content of the water. 


Verminous Premises: 


No action wos found to be necessary in connection with verminous 
premises. 


Garavan Sites and Control of Development ct 1960: 


Apart from two °ccupied caravans on sep rate sites which ere well 
maintained there are no large licensed sites in the rea, and no problems 
arose with itinerant travellers. 

Public Cleansing: 


a 


7 


louse refuse is collected weekly using a 25 cu.yd. tip-up Korrier vehicle. 
Special arrangements are mide in respect of those persons having 2 disability, 
and infirm, or persons with cther handicaps. Some business premises have a 

twice weekly collection. The tippin> ground is very full, and the Corporation 
are negotintin; with the Rural District Gouncil tc share a Marmer M411 Destructor 
Plant as 2 j int operation. No muisance is 1% present being coused by the 
existinz tip. leg 
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& part—time rodent operator is employed on «= casual ba 
this work. The services of the operator continued to be 
wao readily report the presence of rodents in and sround remises. A 
Charge is mde for the treatment of business premises. The use of Warfarin 
with oatmeal h-s continued to give satisfactory results and no resistence to 
tae poison ws experienced. 

It was not found necessary to teke any formal action under the provisions 
of the prevention of Dame.ze by Pests ict, 194%. 

The number of inspections and treatments c-rried cut durins the year were 
as follows:- 
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bocal tathority Premises ... se. sve 
Dwelling House.ss 22. os 
Number infested by (1) Zs 
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Sete 4 
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Other Premises. ° 920 o0 3 goo 909 9090 


Baits are regularly laid et the refuse tip end sew=sze works; there was 
no evidence >t either plrce of = degree of infestation. 


Popa (MEPSCLAONS 2010 ces cos 2200 
Inspections of factories *% workshops39 
imepesctions of bekehouses... 25 or. 6 
Inspections of seat hawkers 

PG pOrt VENS Gay of sas ses oes ace O 
inspections of fried fish shcps ... 9 
Inspections of other food shops. ...63 
Inspections under the Cffices,Shons 
fomeatiweay Premises ACh. s oso cos se035 
Inspecticns in connection with rodent 
DOME EO ess crciol cals! om oriess sos <w ooo 
Inspections of premises where food 
Pawpcepered Tor Salers 6.0 tes eee 806 
THEPECTLONS OL “COPSveNes as see sts 20 
Number of ld droinege teste... .,,. 10 
Number of extensions of old drainage 
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Housins: 


Twenty-seven new Council dwellings were erected during the year under 
review, and two older houses were purchased with a view to reconditioning. 

Standard grants amounting to £925 were paid to owners during the year 
for improvements carried out to seven dwellings which were all brought to 
the ‘full standeard'. 

TWo private contractors continues to erect houses, and 2 total of 53 
ethane, were completed during the year. 

The overall position of the Corporation as regards its own housing 

at present existinzis 8 fcllows:— 


Council House 
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Milk Supply: There are three main licensed milk deelers distributing 
milk in the Soroush. I"our shcp-keepers are -lso licensed to sell milk ob-= 
Fainin; their supplies from the main milk dealers. There is also a licensed 
milk vending machine situated in the area. Seventeen semples of milk were 
taken and submitted to the Public Health Laboratory for examination. Six 
samples proved satisfactory, two failed the methylene blue test as prescribed 
by the Milk (Special Designation) Crder 1963. Follow up samples of the 
unsatisfectory scmpies prcved s°tisf.ctory. 

bizht svaples of ice-cre-m taken and submitted for exsminetion proved 
satisfactory. 


(Generel) Rezulations 1960: 


These Regulations concern the cleanliness of food premises, hyzienic 
methods of handling food, the cleanliness of persons eneaced in the food 
trade and the action to be token when they suffer from or are carriers 
of certain infections. 

There are 35 food premises in the Borough where food is sold, served 
or prepared for sale. The premises are regularly visited and 2. go00d standard 
of cleanliness is maintained. 

The following teble gives the various categories of food premises in 
the Town and the numbers fitted to comply with certain articles of the General 
Regulations:- 
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No. of premises No. of premises to Premises 

fitted t+ comply which erticle 19 fitted to 
mE tad with article 16 of the Reg. applies.}| comply with 

of the Regulations| (Sinks for washin» | article 1°. 


(Wash hend >asins 
etc.) 


open food and 
equipment. 


General provision 
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Meat and other Focds: 


There are no licensed sleugzhter-houses in the orough. The only food vol= 
untcrily surrendered during the year wos 9ibs. of ham. 


Poultry Processing Premises:-— 


There is one poultry processing premises in the Jor cough which wes established 
in 1959 by the Fatstock “arketing Corporation. The greatest Ben celbaee of the 
throushput is broilers but hens ond cnapons re occasions Ey processed. The birds 
are electrically stunned before deine bled. During 1963 approx. 1,020,000 birds 
were received xt the ststicn for eS 11,974 birds weighi 16 tons 10 cwt 
23 bs. for the market bein, unfit for human consumption... The ee aos oF Dirds 
rejected as unfit for consumption wos 0.11%. Close cooperation is me2int2ined 
between the Corporztion end the Public Heelth Inspector who makes frequent visits 
to the premises. 

In the case of meny hundreds of poultry carcases passing rapidly along 2 mass 
production belt it is difficult for the Public Health Food Inspector to detect 
diseased corcases or other abvonormalities. However, the f.ctory staff -ssess 'Quality' 
of the birds and tis devict.on from the “norm™ are detected. Carcnses woich 
are bruised, emscinted, swollen or where plumpness is unbalanced or discolorations 
are apparent arc rejected. This quality control thereofore exercises, to some 
extent, a check on disese. 

inother problem with intensive poultry rearing Ls 1H Ae to infection 
of dirds with food poisoning organisms particularly those of the salmonella group. 


The close juxtaposition of birds can facilitate spread of infection. (This problem 
will also apply to other animals, such os ca lves and pigs, under intensive husbandry 


methods) . 

Birds ore therdre weshed with chlorinsted hot water immediately efter killing 
to prevent the spread of infection. This process is essenticl, and 2 breakdown 
could result in the denger of .n outbreak of food poisoning. 

While it is not preeticrble for the puvlic health inspector to attend at the 
factory for long periods at = time, frequent visits to ensure that the proper 
safe cuarding routine is followed sre necessary. Tt is essenti2l that in a 
weekly output cf 60-90,000 Sirds, tht oreo is detected. 


I should like to take this “pportunity © f thonking the Menager and supporting 
st-ff at the factory for their whol snide rted ee nee dis your Inspector when he 
is carrying out his duties. Zvery possivle facility given at all times, and 


the Inspector is free to visit eee rer he feels it oo 
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Food and Drugs fct, 1955: 


The provisions of this dct relating to the nature and substance of fro 
suplied tc the public are cperated sy Mr. F.J. Evans, Chief Insvector, Weizhts 
& Measures Department, of the County Council, to whom i am indebted fcr the 
following inforgetion relftins to the work corried out by his department in 
the Borough durinz tie twelve months ending 31st Merch, 196°. 


SAMPLIS TAKEN IN SR..CKLEY BOLCUGH 
IN TH 12 MONTHS GNDING 31ST M’RCH, 1969. 
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Kemarks: 
fll the samples taken in the Dor ugh during the period under review were 
found to be satisfactory by the Public Analyst. 


Weichts 2; Measures Jct, 1°63:- 


3,439 articles of food withn the County were checked for weight or measure 
during the year and only 16 were found to be incorrect. Generrlly the errors 
were of a mincr nature ond call fer no particular comment. 


THe PRAVALENCS Ce AND CONTROL OVER IM@scTTOUs 
DISgu*SE 


During the yesr 9° cases of infecticus disense were notified, an increase 
of 4 cases on last year's figures. 


measles:-— The number of cxrses reported was 79. This highly infective illness 
from which few individuals escape has its incidence slacst exclusively during 
Childhood. It usually follows « biennial incidence, with high numbers occurring 
in alternate years. The course of the illness is almost invariably benign, but 
complications which include otitis medis, pneumonia, eye infections and very 
wecasionally encephalitis do occur, ond the illness itself ia often severe. 
Complications cen be effectively dealt with by the many antibiotics which are now 
evail2sle, but these drugs are themselves not all without side effects, are 
expensive and involve medical supervision. in effective measles vaccine has 

now been developed 2nd was avrilable for certin vulnerable groups during the 
course of the year. It is hoped that in future years measles in comnon with 
poliomyelitis and dinhtheris will be virtuslly eradiccted. 


Whoopins Cough:— Two only were notified. icceptance rate to immunisation is 

high and the incidence of this condition is low. Ceses still occur es immunisation 
is not completely effective; however in the majority of childrentho heve received 
immnisstion the illness is ususlly mild. 
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Scariet Pever:— Nour cases were notified. This disease continues to exhibit 
its mild phase. 


Pneumonia:— Ne cases were notified and one denth was recorded from this illness. 


Pood Poisoning:~ There were no cases of food poisoning reported during the 
year. 

The condition is usuclly caused »y one of the sn-linonells organisms, the 
commonest Deing the Typhimurium strain or Pare-typhoid . or 3. The St-phylococcus 
@aining an entry to feed from an infected spot or boil on the hands, arms or face 
of a food handler may also cause a severe form of food puisoning. Some chemical 
contaminants cen be an occasional cause. Siore rarely, Typhoid fever and Botulism 
may occur. However the comnenest form of food poisoning is the salmonella 
gaining entry into food by faulty hygiene of food handlers. The sources of 
infection can be numercus, uncooked contamineted (often imported) meat beins 
today provably one cf the comnonest. 


Infective Hepatitis:—- Six cases were notified. Acute Infective Hepatitis is 

a disesose caused »y 2 virus which attacks the live the ccuses jaundice. It is 
mainly an infection of young people, of faecal-oral spread, and with an 
incubation period of 15 to 50 days. The incriminative routes of infection are 
from food handlers, water, end children tc their iothers. The virus is present 
in faeces 16 days before jaundice, and up to 8 doys after. 

Serum hepatitis which is another form of infective hepatitis, hos a longer 
incubation period of from 50 to 160 days and affects mainly adults end can ve 
spread by blood transfusion and inefficienly sternlized equipment used by 
doctors, dentists, nurses and drug addicts and in the various t-ttooing processes, 
The clinical groups «f these two types of hepatitis are indistinguishrxle. There 


is mo specific treatment and @ jeundiced adult would be away from work from six weeks 


to two months, and mizht not feel really fit for a year. 

Quarantine measures are of little value, and patients can ve treated at 
home or in hospitel provided adequate hand woshins techniques cre practised 
with current disinfection cf excreta. Serum hepstitis can be virtuelly 
avolished if disposal equipment was zenerally introduced. In this County 
disposable equipment is used by the County Health Department in oll procedures 
involving immunisation. Geamne globulin is of value for tae protection of 
close contacts and preznant women during epidemics. The disexse hes een 
locally notifirble since July 1962 in the County of Northamptonshire. Under 
the Health Services 7nd Public Health {ct 1968 infective jaundice has now 
become nationally notifiable. 


Poliomyelitis:— No cases occurred. This gratifying state continues, and now 
with large numbers mmunised, it is to be hoped thet this infection will be 
eliminated. However, the importsence of maintnining a high percentage of 
immunised individusls in the pepulsation cannot be over enph-sised. 


Diphtheria:— There have been no cases of diphtheria in Northamptonshire 

since 1956. There is therefore wit every successive year of freedom from 
infection 2 diminishing public recollection »f this disesse. “others with 

no knowledge of this illness mzy feel = false security and fsil to hve their 
young children immunised. It is only by keeping up the numbers imaunised taat 
this dread condition can be kept at bay. it is the duty of parents to have 
their children immunised. Should they fail they neglect their childrens welfcre. 


Tuberculosis:— There were no new cases of tuderculcsis notified durin; the 
year under review. The number of cases on register at the end of the yerr are 
es foliows:- 
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“CTORIES LCT 1961 


ANNUS.L REPORT OF THE MEDICAL CFFICER CF MisLTH 
IN RESPECT OF THE YuLR 1968 FOR THS BOROUGH UF 
BRACKLEY IN nS COUNTY OF NORTHAMPTON. 


Prescrived Perticulars on the hdministration 
of the Factories Act 1961 


PART 4. OF. THE ACT 
ae 


4 — INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health (including inspections 
made by Public Herlth Inspectors) 


See Ahasnt i j : 
Premises NUMVer | | Written . Gccupiers 
(1) on | Tnsnections netices prosecuted 
x Res er i SD , 
ALG: sis Sit ee (p= 
2 ; oe) (4 


Factories in which Sections 1, 
and 6 are to be enforced dy Lo 
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Section 7 is enforced dy true Leesl te A 
‘ 135) 415 

Luthority 

Other Premises in esa Section f 3 

enforced by the Local ‘lutio rity4 _ = ~ = 

(excluding cut-workers' premises) 


Total 23 a ae 


2 — Cases in which DEFECTS were found 
If defects are — ot the premises on two, three cr more separsts occassions 
taey should de reckoned as two, three or more "onges") 
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Number of cases in which defects 
were found 
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eget 3 Referred Prosecutions 
Particulars _Remedied 
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Sanitory Conveniences (S.7 = 
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